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L E A G U E  L I N E S  

òAt the League, 

every month is 

Adopt-A-Shelter-

Dog and Cat 

month!ó 

Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog Month Recap 

Farewell to Bubba 
Hello, I wanted to send in a 

picture of òBubbaó. I 

adopted him from the 

League in December of 

1998 (he was known as 

òTomatoó), when I was 

involved as a Pet Therapy 

volunteer, and they brought 

me this little orange kitten 

who stole my heart. 

  

Bubba passed away on Oc-

tober 14.  He survived dia-

betes for four years but 

started having too many 

other complications which 

affected his qualify of life. 

He was my buddy, my 

òkid,ó and my furry friend 

for 14 years, certainly the 

most intelligent cat I ever 

met, and made me laugh 

every single day. 

 

I think I gave him a great 

life ð but he gave me so 

much more in returné.. I 

miss him! 

  

Thank you, Robin Wagner 

out and a lot of dogs were 

matched with their new 

homes and are doing well.   

 

Don't let the fact that 

A d o p t-A -S h e l t e r-D o g 

month is over stop 

you from coming out and 

looking at the many more 

cats and dogs we have still 

looking for their new fam-

ily.  At the League, every 

month is Adopt-A-Shelter-

Dog and Cat month!  Hope 

to see you soon. 

  

Pictured:  Tracy O'Connor, 

LFAW Board of Directors, 

Diane England, Owner of 

Everything Bagels, and River 

October was national 

A d o p t-A -S h e l t e r-D o g 

month.  Thanks to every-

one that came out to the 

League and our mobile 

adoption events at the Bur-

ger Farm Pumpkin Festival 

d u r i n g  O c t o -

ber.  We would like to 

thank Everything Bagels in 

Eastgate for holding a spe-

cial Dine and Donate Day 

to help raise awareness 

about Adopt-A-Shelter-

Dog month and donating a 

portion of their proceeds 

to the League.  Many thanks 

to Wags Park for having a 

special Yappy Hour for the 

League in  October 

too.  We had a great turn-
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L E A G U E  L I N E S  

Can You Hear Me Now? 
When one or two dogs bark at the 

same time, it can get loud.  Now add 

15 to 18 dogs barking and the noise 

can be deafening!   Thatõs what it can 

be like in our dog kennels at times.  

In a shelter where we try to have 

everything as sanitary as possible and 

able to stay that way, there isnõt 

much in the kennels to absorb the 

sound.  A lot of noise can make the 

kennel a stressful place for the dogs.  

In an effort to change that, the League 

received a grant from the Marge 

Schott Foundation for sound panels 

to help reduce the noise levels and 

make the environment better for the 

dogs that stay here. 

But no one quite knew what to do 

next.  Now that we had the money, 

we werenõt quite sure where to go to 

get what we needed.  Dr. Pete 

Scheifele from the University of Cin-

cinnatiõs FETCH-LAB (Facility for the 

Education and Testing of Canine 

Hearing and Lab Animal Bioacoustics) 

came to the rescue.  He came to the 

shelter with a group from UC to take 

readings of the noise levels and meas-

urements of the kennels to determine 

what we were dealing with. 

Dr. Pete was instrumental in helping 

us decide what we needed, how many 

panels were required and of what 

type.  He even found the best place 

for us to buy them and arranged for 

the purchase.  After they were deliv-

ered to the shelter, he and his team 

of volunteers came back to the shel-

ter on July 23rd and installed them.  

We only had enough money from the 

grant to place panels on one half of 

Side A of the kennel, but Dr. Pete felt 

that was enough to get a good idea if 

they would work as weõd hoped and 

whether we should proceed with 

trying to get enough money to com-

plete the job in the other parts of the 

kennels. 

Our goal for all of the animals in our 

care is to provide a clean, healthy, 

friendly stress-free environment for 

them, even though it is a temporary 

stay, until they find their permanent 

homes.  Reducing the sound levels for 

the dogs helps them have a more 

comfortable time here.  Although it 

wasnõt one of the original goals, as an 

added benefit, the reduced sound 

levels make it more enjoyable for the 

staff and volunteers as well. 

Thanks Dr. Pete and your team.  

Your expertise was invaluable in help-

ing our dogs have a better life! 

Volunteer Appreciation Day  
To show 

gratitude 

for the 

important 

r o l e 

played by 

v o l u n -

teers, the League held a Volunteer Ap-

preciation Day event on November 13 

at the shelter.  Members of the Volun-

teer Committee provided refreshments.   

About 40 volunteers attended to hear 

League President Bob Faelten mention 

the numerous ways in which volunteers 

help the shelter.   In an average month, 

over 250 different volunteers make 

about 600 visits to the shelter, totaling 

1700 hours of time.  Bob reminded the 

volunteers that òwhat you do for the 

shelter, you do for the animals.ó 

Bob also reviewed the Leagueõs mission, 

vision and core values.  These were 

reworked and clarified this year and a 

new tagline, òMatching cats and dogs 

with loving homes since 1949,ó was 

developed.  Standardizing these will 

help the League communicate more 

clearly with the public.  Also, a list of 

the Leagueõs current committees was 

handed out, along with some current 

project-type needs for volunteers. 

Following Bobõs remarks, Rebecca Burt 

of the Volunteer Committee handed 

out pins to those who volunteered 50 

or more hours in the past year.  

 

We would also like to thank the many 

volunteers who have given their time 

for many years and who may not have 

received one of the hourly award 

pins.  Please know that the longevity of 

your dedication has not gone unnoticed 

and the gift of your time is very much 

appreciated as well.  
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L E A G U E  L I N E S  

League Volunteers Assume New Roles  
In the past year, several 

League volunteers have as-

sumed new responsibilities.  

Jamesa VanVelzel and Amy 

Brenner are the new Volun-

teer Co-Chairs.  Jennifer 

McKee, the former Volun-

teer Chair, relocated to Lon-

don, England this summer to 

take a new assignment with 

her employer.  Amy and 

Jamesa determined that nei-

ther of them could take on 

Jenniferõs total role, but they 

were able to cover the work 

involved by splitting Jenniferõs 

duties. 

 

Jamesa has been a League 

volunteer for about three 

years.  She was looking for 

volunteer opportunities at a 

no-kill shelter and found the 

Leagueõs name on-line.  She 

started as a volunteer dog 

walker and expanded her 

involvement to participate in 

van events.  Jamesa works 

for the law firm of Frost 

Brown Todd.   She has three 

Labrador Retrievers named 

Hershey, Coale and Reese.   

Can you guess which one is 

the chocolate lab? 

 

Amy is a cat lover.   She 

adopted her cat Cutie from 

the League in early 2008.  

Both a friend and her vet had 

suggested she look at the 

League for a companion to 

her other cat, Squeaky.  A 

year later, Amy started vol-

unteering with the League.  

Amy is in Market Research 

and volunteered to help out 

with a volunteer survey.  

This led to her joining the 

Volunteer Committee. 

 

Amy and Jamesa play an im-

portant role in recruiting and 

training new volunteers, fill-

ing volunteer needs for 

events and tracking volun-

teer hours.  They are as-

sisted by the Volunteer 

Committee: Lauren and Re-

becca Burt, Kasey Couch-

man, Carole Shafer, Melina 

Urc and Jennifer Vorholt.  

 

Peggy Schmitt and Debbie 

Bates have been Membership 

Co-Chairs since late last 

year, taking over this respon-

sibility from Sarah Rumpke. 

Peggy has been a League vol-

unteer for about two years.   

She lives in Cold Spring, KY 

and is retired from Procter & 

Gamble.  Peggy has a Hava-

nese named Molly. 

 

Debbie lives in the Eastgate 

area and has been a volun-

teer for about 7 years.  She 

has a Rottweiler named 

Mina.  She works at HJ Heinz 

in the Finance Department.  

Debbie was profiled in the 

July-August Volunteer Spot-

light. 

 

Peggy and Debbie track and 

report membership numbers 

to the Board and are cur-

rently looking for ways we 

can build our membership 

base.  Revenue from mem-

bership is a significant source 

of funds for the League.  If 

you have an interest in work-

ing with them on the mem-

bership program, leave a 

note in their mailbox at the 

League or send an email to 

lfaw@fuse.net. 

 

Also, this summer, Chris 

Krings took over responsibil-

ity for the Sponsorship pro-

gram from Lindsey Pertuset.  

This program allows individu-

als who want to donate to 

the League to sponsor a spe-

cific cat or dog and receive a 

picture of their sponsored 

animal.  Chris is a long time 

dog volunteer and can be 

found at the shelter most 

Tuesdays and Fridays.   Chris 

was profiled in the May-June 

Volunteer Spotlight. 

 

We appreciate the willing-

ness of Jamesa, Amy, Peggy, 

Debbie and Chris to take on 

these important roles. 

 

-Bob Faelten 

Board President 
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The Batavia Youth Football team, the 

Bulldogs, visited the League on Sunday, 

September 25th to do some community 

service.  There were about 14-17 kids 

and 4-6 adults.  The team was split in 

half.  One group helped re-mulch the 

trail in the woods and the second group 

assisted Bob Faelten with clearing a 

portion of the property back near the 

drain and creek so it can be seeded.   

 

In the fall we try to organize several volun-

teering events for our youth teams in con-

nection with local charities. We call it 

òBuilding Youth Foundations Dayó and it 

was created to teach our players and 

cheerleaders the value of giving back to our 

community.  

 

Our players range from age 5 to 11. I am 

very familiar with the League as I have 

adopted from you in the past. Thank you 

for providing a place for my team to do 

some community service.  I believe they all 

had a great time while learning about their 

community and the value of giving 

back.  Hopefully we helped you guys out as 

well and we can continue to do so in the 

future.   

 

-Luke Berger 

Batavia Youth Football 

 

Luke, we are genuinely grateful for all 

your team accomplished at the League, 

as well as for the donation of paper 

towels.  We would love to have the 

group back next year to help us out.  I 

personally feel it is a great life les-

son Batavia Youth Football League has 

undertaken to enlighten these children 

about community needs and giving 

back.  You and the other organizers 

should also feel great gratifica-

tion not only by what your 

league accomplished for the 

community, but also for being 

excellent role models and ex-

amples for these children. 

 

-Jamesa VanVelzel  

Volunteer Committee Chair

  

 

The League thanks its young friends 
Emma Campbell was kind enough to bring us donations.  Our apologies for not mak-

ing note of her name at the time, and many thanks to Hilary Kunes for providing it for 

us! 
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L E A G U E  L I N E S  

Volunteer Painters  

Isaac M. Wise Temple Work Group 
A group of Wise Temple 

members helped at the 

shelter as part of their 

Tikkun Olam-athon Week-

end, named for the He-

brew phrase Tikkun Olam, 

meaning òrepair the 

worldsó.  After finishing a 

list of chores that needed 

to be completed at the 

shelter, the group had fun 

socializing the animals. 

 

òWe had a great group 

from Wise Temple and 

they were all somewhat 

astonished at what a great 

facility it is, which is won-

derful since word of 

mouth is the best way for 

people to learn about all of 

the great things the League 

does.  One mom re-

marked to me about how 

spo t less  e ve r y th ing 

was.  High praise indeed!ó 

 

-Janet Stein 

A good turnout of volun-

teers allowed the League 

to complete painting the 

interior of the caretakerõs 

house over one weekend 

in November.  The inte-

rior needed painting and 

using volunteers saved 

having to hire someone to 

do the work.  Mike Calli-

han organized the painting 

party and had the needed 

supplies ready for the vol-

unteers as they showed 

up.  Thanks to Mike and 

the following volunteers 

for donating their time: 

Bonnie Brown, Chris Cal-

lihan and her grandson, 

Rose Elkins, Bob Faelten, 

Brad Grubbs, Chris 

Krings, Lori and Jessica 

Pelfrey, Bridget Johnson 

Reyes, Michael Reyes and 

Barbara Wright.  

Thank You Daryl! 
a special thank you to Daryl 

Meyerrenke and the Ander-

son Township Family Pet 

Center for helping with our 

'Tis The Season to Adopt 

special adoption event in 

November.  Anderson 

Family Pet Center donated 

$20 gift cards and 10% off 

coupons for adopters dur-

ing this adoption event and 

we are very thankful!  The 

animals are especially 

thankful to the League 

and Anderson Township 

Family Pet Center for help-

ing them find their new 

loving homes!   

November was a time to 

be thankful for many things 

- our volunteers, our staff, 

our donors, our mem-

bers, our friends and fam-

ily.  We are also thankful 

for our friends in the local 

community that help the 

League and our ani-

mals.  We would like to say 
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L E A G U E  L I N E S  

The League for Animal Welfareõs Sixth 

Annual Wine and Whiskers Tasting 

and Auction was a great suc-

cess!  More than 230 guests attended 

this year's event, which raised more 

than $41,000 to support the homeless 

animals throughout Greater Cincin-

nati.  The event was held at the beau-

tiful Greenacres Arts Center in the 

Village of Indian Hill and featured 

wines and beers for sampling, appetiz-

ers, desserts, a òMan Cave,ó a òDiva 

Denó and a live and silent auction with 

over 120 items.   

  

Once again the biggest hit of the event 

was the art created by pets at the 

Leagueõs no-kill shelter. Cats and dogs 

tap their paws into washable, com-

pletely safe paint and then create art 

on canvases. The art was profession-

ally matted and framed for free by 

Fabulous Frames and included in the 

silent auction.  

  

òWe are grateful for the outpouring of 

support from our sponsors, guests and 

local community,ó said League Board 

President Bob Faelten. òThe success of 

the Wine and Whiskers Tasting and 

Auction will help us to continue to 

provide the much-needed care for 

unwanted, lost or neglected cats and 

dogs in the Greater Cincinnati area.ó  

  

We are especially grateful to 

our  sponsors this year:   

 

MARTIN & MARILYN WADE MARTIN & MARILYN WADE MARTIN & MARILYN WADE    

Wine Tasting Recap 

The Scoop, by Jenna  
Believe it or 

not, I STILL 

am here; pa-

trolling the 

back hallways, 

keeping them 

safe from 

in ter lopers, 

and writing 

this popular 

column. I am pleased today to report on 

two wonderful felines, each of whom 

has beauty that rivals that of your roving 

reporter. 

 

First up today is a handsome young lad 

named Blitz.  This wonderful two year 

old has a dashing long coat of gray fur.  

He is a wonderful, friendly, lap cat who 

loves to play hide and seek, will fetch, 

and simply wants to be your best friend.  

Formerly a front office ambassador, 

Blitz got moved back to a room when a 

more-needy Fred was returned to the 

shelter.  Football fans, and non-fans 

alike, will find that Blitz is simply a lover.  

Come visit Blitz in Room 4, and you 

WILL go home with your best new fam-

ily member. 

 

Another beauty, albeit very shy; brown 

short-haired tabby Hilary.  You may 

never have met or even seen Hilary, but 

she is a member of the front office staff.  

Because she is so shy, she generally 

hides under one of the merchandise 

tables along the side wall of the front 

lobby.  Those staff and volunteers who 

have gotten to know Hilary get to see 

glimpses of what this very sweet girl can 

become.  When things are quiet she will 

come out and visit.  She is particularly 

fond of Medical Manager Sue, as well as 

several volunteers.  Their patience has 

been rewarded with warm sweet purrs 

as Hilary enjoys being petted.  Please 

give this wonderful girl the home she 

deserves.  Ask for Hilary in the front 

office. 

 

While I am at it, please donõt avoid my 

long-haired cousins.  They shed no 

more often than other kitties and simply 

need a regular brushing or combing (as 

do short-haired cats) to eliminate dead 

fur and prevent matting. 

 

Please stop by today and visit Blitz and 

Hilary.  Oh, and did I mention that I am 

available for adoption as a member of 

My Last Hope (meaning my adoption fee 

is waived and the League picks up vet-

erinary expenses at their vet for life)? 

Time to make my rounds, Jenna 
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Kasper     Breed:  Hound/Boxer mix 

Estimated Date of Birth:  10/2009  Weight:  59 pounds 

 

Kasper loves people of all sizes and types.  He would be an awesome fam-

ily dog, since we can picture him running and playing with the kids in the 

backyard.  But heõd also be a wonderful companion for someone who is 

active.  Kasper has tons of energy, is very smart but can also settle down 

beautifully.  Do you have a yard and a ballé..adopt Kasper! 

Kizmet     Breed:  Border Collie mix 

Estimated Date of Birth:  11/2009  Weight:  36 pounds 

 

Are you interested in adopting a companion who you can òworkó and 

take everywhere?  Then donõt miss out on Kizmet!!  She is a young, ener-

gized girl who just loves everyone!  She enjoys òworkingó for her rewards 

and thrives on learning.  Kismet is a fun dog that you just need to meet! 

Maybelle     Breed:  Hound mix 

Estimated Date of Birth:  02/2008  Weight:  64 pounds 

 

Awesome girl!! As many sayéa òconversation piece!ó  Come check her 

out!! She loves people!! Plays with other dogs!! Kids!! Came to us from 

another shelter and wellé sheõs just a great all-around girl!! She loves to 

play but then she does relax and just òchill out.ó 

Miriam     Breed:  Beagle mix 

Estimated Date of Birth:  05/2009  Weight:  26 pounds 

 

This is a little firecracker of a dog!  Her personality will get her every-

where in life!  Miriam came to us after just giving birth to six pup-

pies.  After her puppies were weaned, Miriam went to a foster home 

until she could be spayed.  That has now happened and she is ready to 

move on to a home of her own!  Her foster home really enjoyed having 

her around.  She walks nicely on a leash and does well with other dogs. 

Izabel     B r e e d :  B o x e r 

Estimated Date of Birth: 10/2007  Weight: 51 pounds 

 

Izabel came to us from another shelter, right after she had given birth to 

seven adorable pups.  She was a good mom for the first month or so, but 

then decided that she was done and we had to find a home for the pups 

until they were eating solid food.  Izabel is such a nice Boxer, who just 

loves everyone she meets!  We are working on some basic obedience 

with her and she seems to really enjoy it!  She is ready to meet you and 

give you a big slobbery smooch!!! 

These dogs are looking for a home . .  or a sponsor 


